Congress of the United States

PHouse of Representatibes
Washington, DE 20515-0910

August 26, 2026
Omeed Assefi Andrew Ferguson
Deputy Assistant Attorney General Chairman
United States Department of Justice Federal Trade Commission
Antitrust Division 600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Washington, DC 20530

Washington, DC 20530
Dear Chairman Ferguson and Deputy Assistant Attorney General Assefi,

We urge the Department of Justice (DOJ) and Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to closely
examine the proposed acquisition by Sysco Corporation, the nation’s largest food distributor, of
their direct competitor, Restaurant Depot, the nation’s largest cash-and-carry warehouse
distributor for independent restaurants. Restaurant Depot currently operates 166 locations in 35
states while servicing a customer base of over 700,000 restaurants and food service operators. !

This acquisition is the latest in a history of aggressive acquisitions by Sysco, leading to further
consolidation of food distribution in the United States. The proposed merger would likely
increase food prices when Americans are already facing an affordability crisis, and this merger
would threaten the viability of independent restaurants, the trillion dollars they contribute to the
economy, and the 12 million jobs they sustain.?

Sysco is a direct competitor of Restaurant Depot. Restaurants specifically cite Restaurant
Depot’s prices when negotiating for better deals with Sysco.® The elimination of a competitor to
Sysco and further reduction of choice for restaurants through a merger with Restaurant Depot
could lead to substantially higher costs. Due to the slim profit margins restaurants operate on,
any additional costs would likely be passed on to customers. American consumers are already
decreasing their meals out due to rising restaurant prices.* This acquisition and its resulting rising
costs for restaurants would profoundly impact the independent restaurant industry.

Sysco’s acquisition of Restaurant Depot would also threaten independent farmers. Like
independent restaurants, they already function on incredibly small margins before the recent
explosion in fuel and fertilizer costs, thanks to the President’s war of choice in Iran.’ Sysco has
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bragged that this acquisition will allow them greater power in dictating prices to growers, a key
indication of how anticompetitive this proposed merger may be.® Such concerns have led
Georgia’s Commissioner of Agriculture to request investigations by the DOJ and FTC.’

Sysco’s acquisition of Restaurant Depot could have repercussions around the country, and it may
harm the people of our districts profoundly. Threats to local restaurants and growers would have
a ripple effect across the country’s entire economy and detrimentally impact the livelihoods of
millions of Americans.

Such negative ripple effects would be felt in urban and rural economies alike. Such a threat to
entrepreneurship, jobs, and affordability is the last thing that Americans need right now. That is
why we call on the DOJ and FTC to closely examine Sysco’s acquisition of Restaurant Depot
without delay.

Sincerely,
Maxwell Alejandro Frost Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress Ranking Member

Subcommittee on the Administrative State,
Regulatory Reform, and Antitrust
Committee on the Judiciary
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