
 

 

 
July 18, 2024 

 
The Honorable Mike Johnson   
Speaker of the House   
U.S. House of Representatives   
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Dear Speaker Johnson, 
 
We write to you with an urgent and unequivocal call to action. Like you, we believe the disgraceful act of 
political violence that occurred at a recent Donald Trump campaign rally has no place in this country and 
should be unanimously and forcefully condemned.1 Political violence like the attempted assassination of 
former President Donald Trump with an AR-15 assault rifle will continue unless we curb the means of 
political violence.2 The House of Representatives must take decisive and resolute action to bring H.R. 
698, the Assault Weapons Ban of 2023 and H.R. 8600, the Gas-Operated Semi-Automatic Firearms 
Exlusion (GOSAFE) Act to a vote. 
 
We recognize the importance of the President’s messages of unity,3 and the House of Representatives 
must do its part. Messages alone will not stop the next assailant. An assault weapons ban, or gas-operated 
weapons ban could have helped prevent the attack that cost an American his life. As elected 
representatives, we have the chance to bring H.R. 689 introduced by Representative Lucy McBath to the 
House floor for a vote. This critical piece of legislation seeks to reinstate the prohibition on assault 
weapons, a measure proven to save lives. We also have the chance to bring H.R. 8600 to the floor for a 
vote. This piece of legislation will prohibit gas-operated firearms such as the firearm used in this past 
weekend. The evidence irrefutably shows that during the period when the federal assault weapons ban 
was in place, mass shootings decreased significantly.4 Since its expiration in 2004, the data shows an 
almost immediate – and steep – rise in mass shooting deaths in the years after the assault weapons ban.5 
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What we saw on July 14, 2024, is that the need to act against political violence is not a partisan issue, it is 
a matter of public safety and common sense. It should not take the attempted assassination of a former 
President for the Speaker of the House to act. A failure to respond in the face of a brazen, attack almost 
certainly invites a future tragedy. 
 
Time and time again, assault weapons have been the weapon of choice for those perpetrating political 
violence. In the 2016 Pulse Nightclub Shooting, 49 people were killed and 53 others were injured;6 in the 
2017 Congressional Baseball Game Shooting, now Majority Leader Steve Scalise was shot and three 
others injured;7 in the 2018 Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting, 11 people were killed and 6 injured;8 in the 
2019 El Paso Walmart and Dayton Shootings, 32 total people were killed and 40 more were injured;9 in 
the 2022 Buffalo and Uvalde Shootings, 29 people were killed, including 19 children.10 Now there has 
been an attempt on the life of a presidential candidate, which led to at least one other death.11 
 
The assault weapons used in these attacks were designed for war and enable a lone attacker to inflict mass 
casualties in mere moments. These assault weapons have no place on our streets. The American people 
overwhelmingly support the reinstatement of the assault weapons ban. A recent survey found that a 
significant majority of Americans, including gun owners, favor such legislation.12 The time for thoughts 
and prayers has long passed; now is the time for action. 
 
We urge you, Speaker Johnson, to demonstrate true leadership and moral courage by bringing H.R. 698, 
the Assault Weapons Ban of 2023 and H.R. 8600, the GOSAFE Act to the floor for an immediate vote. 
The lives of countless Americans depend on our ability to act decisively and responsibly. The legacy of 
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this Congress must be one of action and compassion, not one of continued inaction and preventable 
tragedy. Safety considerations should not be hindered by political ideology. We care for every 
American’s safety, and we need to take action now. 
 
Every day that we delay, more lives are put at risk. The trauma inflicted by mass shootings reverberates 
through families and communities, leaving scars that last a lifetime. We owe it to the victims, the 
survivors, and the future generations to enact sensible gun legislation that will help end this cycle of 
violence. Together, we can take a significant step toward ending the scourge of gun violence in our nation 
and ensuring a safer future for all. 
 
 Sincerely, 

 

 

Rep. Maxwell Frost   
Member of Congress 

Rep. Lucy McBath   
Member of Congress 

 


